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n March of this year, BERG will 
celebrate its tenth birthday.  
The inaugural meeting was held 

on 1 March 1997, when it was 
unanimously agreed to apply for 
incorporation. About thirty people 
were at the meeting, and nine 
family and five single members 
were admitted to membership. 

On 25th March 1997 we became 
an incorporated body under the 
Associations Incorporation Act 
1981. 

Our listed aims in 1997 included:  
the rehabilitation of the estuary 

reserves including Balcombe Creek 
encourage bird, 

animal and marine life 
liaise with Rotary 

and other kindred 
groups 

be a community-
focused group and 
work with a vision to 
the future. 

How have we fared 
over these ten years? 

A basic essential for the success 
of any volunteer group is a hard-
working, dedicated, skilled and 
enthusiastic management 
committee. We have that. 

From our somewhat humble 
numbers of 1997, we have grown 
to 128 family and 23 single 
members – a current total 
(counting each family as 2) of 279 
members. That growth reflects the  

extent of our community support. 
So too do the many requests we 
receive to support the various 
causes of other community groups. 

Over the past ten years we have 
removed many tonnes of rubbish 
and pest plants, and planted some 
55,000 indigenous grasses, shrubs 
and trees.  Our signage on the 
ecology and history of the area is 
publicly admired. To encourage 
bird and animal life, help to make 
up for the widespread loss of 
ancient trees and their nesting 
hollows, several roosting and 
nesting boxes have been installed 
the trees. We’ve raised community 
awareness and brought lots of 
young people on board through 

our involvement with schools, 
Scouts, and Work for the Dole. 
And we’ve hugely increased our 
knowledge and skills in 
environmental management.  

In our immediate working area 
we have about three kilometres of 
waterway. An ultimate aim, 
however, is to have groups 
working to care for the creek over 
its entire length, and it is 
enormously satisfying to see the 
establishment over recent years of  

groups working in Fairbairn 
Reserve, Kotor Close, Greenfield 
Way / Hopetoun Creek, and more 
recently, the Century Drive Group 
in Mornington East. 

We continue to cooperate and 
coordinate our activities with The 
Briars, our immediate neighbour 
upstream. It will be important to 
consolidate this link for the long-
term management of the creek. 

Yes, we have achieved plenty in 
our first ten years. But there will 
always be plenty more to do, and 
with the continued support of 
government authorities at all levels, 
we can face the future with 
confidence.  

Let me finish with some words 
from our founding President, 
Richard Hawkins, at our inaugural 
meeting: “I hope, as a result of our 
efforts, in fifty years’ time people 
enjoying the area will look and be 
thankful we had the vision and 
energy to make the most of our 
beautiful creek and bush”. 

Now for the next ten years! 
Keith Wilson, President  

I 
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FIRE AND BUSHLAND – A MOUNT MARTHA PERSPECTIVE 
ne of the delights of living at 
Mt Martha is its bushland 

feel. The downside is, inevitably, 
the threat of fire. BERG has 
always worked with both CFA and 
Council to manage the risk as well 
as possible, while preserving what 
we all love about the area.  

Our control burn site is an 
example. Close to houses and the 
kindergarten, the aim is to replace 
the flammable Tea Tree scrub with 
less flammable Manna Gum 
woodland. And among the fast 
growing but short-lived wattles, the 
Mannas are growing apace and will 
eventually take over. 

COMMUNITY FIREGUARD 
During January, the CFA 
conducted five street-corner “Fire 
Ready Victoria” meetings in 
residential areas close to Mt 
Martha’s parks and reserves. The 
aim was to raise people’s awareness 
of their bushfire risk and help 
them to develop a practical 
bushfire survival plan. 

These are “one-off” meetings. 
The next step is for a group of 
neighbours to form a Community 
Fireguard Group. With CFA 
support, residents plan together 
how they will respond to a bushfire 
as a local community. Groups can 
be very informal, and get together 
only occasionally, or they can be 
more tightly organised – as the 
members wish. CFA facilitators 
provide information on things such 
as fire behaviour, personal survival, 
house survival, and fire protection 
equipment, and they will assess 
local houses with residents to help 
them plan.  

One Community Fireguard 
group has formed adjacent to the 
Balcombe Creek reserve, around 
the south bank and Watson’s Rd. 
Another group is planned for 
north bank residents around 
Maude and Augusta streets.  

The Watson’s Rd group 
(coordinated by Liz Barraclough) 
formed late last year, and after a 
couple of meetings participants feel 
more enlightened about fire 

behaviour, the risks they face, their 
own fire plan and the importance 
of communication and sharing of  
plans with their neighbours.  

Every Community Fireguard 
group focuses on its own special 
needs. For example, groups might 
decide to:  
• organise neighbourhood working 

bees to reduce fine fuel or 
improve a nature reserve 

• become familiar with each 
other’s properties and fire 
fighting equipment  

• make plans with the more  
vulnerable people who may have 
special needs in regard to 
bushfire safety 

• establish a telephone tree for 
communication within the group 

• organise bulk buying of 
protective clothing and 
equipment. 
The CFA is happy to run a 

meeting or information session 
for any residents who are 
interested. Contact BERG or 
the local fire brigade. 

FIRE AT MT MARTHA – 
JANUARY 2007 
Gill Gordon is Coordinator of the 
Sunshine Reserve Conservation and 
Fireguard Group – a very active group 
that has become much involved in 
regeneration of the Sunshine Reserve. 
This is her account of the January fire on 
Mt Martha.  

unshine Reserve Conservation 
and Fireguard Group started in 

1997 because community fears of 
fire were driving locals to remove 
trees and fuel load. But most of us 
had come here because we love the 
trees and bushland feel.  

We quickly discovered that to 
protect ourselves we needed to get 
rehabilitate the reserve, under the 
eye of council conservation 
officers, rather than replacing the 
trees with concrete or kikuyu grass.     

So how did we fare in the recent 
alert at Mt Martha Park? 

Our family had talked long and 
hard to decide what we would do 
as a family. Our decision was to 

stay and defend, and we were well 
prepared. 

Round the garden are six large 
containers with lids, filled with 
water. On both decks are mops for 
putting out spot fires. We quickly 
filled the gutters with water – we 
had previously removed any leaves 
and bought stoppers to close the 
gutters from Bunnings. The sinks 
also had water in. We quickly 
watered our mulch with hoses that 
were positioned around the house 
– yes, there was a watering ban in 
place, but we deemed it an 
emergency. The hoses, doormat, 
washing and umbrella then quickly 
came inside. 

Our timber house had recently 
been repainted, and 16 tubes of 
filler used to close gaps so embers 
had nowhere to lodge.  

Clothing was pre-organized. 
Cotton pants, long cotton sleeves, 
sturdy boots, gloves, a mask for 
the asthmatic.  Curtains closed. 
Dogs were inside and leads were 
handy – they were very sooky. We 
felt psychologically ready to cope – 
nobody panicked. The radio was 
on batteries and tuned to 774 
ABC. Internet access to the CFA 
web page and the Bush Fire 
Information line proved 
frustrating, with information up to 
three hours old. “Where is Mt 
Martha? – can you please spell it.” 
“The computers have frozen,” said 
the lady! 

Our Community Fireguard 
phone tree includes 30 people in 
the neighbourhood, but under 
pressure, it took an appalling 15 
minutes to inform the first seven 
people. There were many glitches –
mobiles switched off, people away, 
one lady who panicked and forgot 
to ring the next person, Melbourne 
folk who had forgotten to take the 
phone tree numbers with them to 
town,  people having difficulty 
getting into the area.    

Hordes of sightseers clogged up 
the streets, sticky-beaking and 
driving up and down the dirt roads. 
Many were seen at the bottom of 
the street in shorts, thongs and tee 
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shirts, stubby in hand, watching the 
entertainment, ignoring CFA 
advice to leave or dress in clothes 
that would give them some 
protection from the radiant heat.  

After all our preparation, there 
were two of us available to cruise 
the area, assisting the holiday 
house people, and another three 

who patrolled the empty properties 
as well as Sunshine Reserve itself.  
Smoke filled the area. We looked 
out for each other, talked about 
wind changes, and watched for 
ember attack from the fire 500 
metres away.     

Since the fire, we have decided 
to restructure the phone tree – 

locals first, only one phone 
number per household.  

In fact, the three fires in Mt 
Martha Park over recent years have 
been very well managed by the 
CFA, their mates in other brigades, 
and the Council Fire Management 
Plan. We salute you guys. Thank 
you.

 
 

FIELD NEWS 
appy New Year and welcome 
to a 2007 of weeding and 

planting!  
With two grants and the MOU 

funds from the Council, we are 
hoping to achieve great things 
along the south bank of the creek 
at the Uralla Rd end of the 
Reserve. It’s time we tackled this 
section of the creek. There’s lots of 
Boneseed, Privet and Solanum 
pseudocapsicum to get our teeth into 
and replace with more habitat-
friendly vegetation. We should be 
able to make a real difference to 
this area, beginning at the February 
working-bee. 

My apologies to those people 
whom I told the January working 
bee was cancelled. It went ahead, 
despite fears of heat, and we were 
lucky – it was a mild day after rain. 
We had a good turn-up and did a 
great job weeding the Teatree, 
Coast Wattle and Mahogany Gum 
seedlings from the Control Burn 
site.  
Succumbing to drought 
Have you noticed the plants that 
have suffered as a result of this 
drought, particularly the 
indigenous ones?  

Coastal Beard-heath (Leucopogon 
parviflorus) has been the most 
surprising one to me as it is 
regarded as hardy. It grows and 
flourishes in very exposed 
positions and has spiky tough little 
leaves with quite a waxy coat. 
However, both along the coast and 
in inland, its brown dead-looking 
foliage stands out. Why? Will it 
recover, and if so, in what form? – 
will it shoot from the base, or from 
its branches…? 

 

 

 

 
Leucopogon parviflorus – Coast Beard 
Heath. This small tree is covered in late 
winter or spring with masses of scented 
white flowers on short spikes. The white 
bead-like fruits are an important bird 

food. The seed will not germinate unless it 
has passed through the gut of a bird. 

The Hop Goodenias (Goodenia 
ovata) have also taken a pounding, 
especially in our revegetation areas. 
Perhaps this is a lesson to us. 
Although they have survived very 
well up until now, we have 
probably planted them outside 
their correct provenance. The ones 
in and on the edge of the Swamp 
Melaleuca scrub are still doing well. 
It will be interesting to see if any of 
the others regenerate, or reseed. 
They look pretty dead now! 

Liz Barraclough, Field Officer 
 

CAN YOU HELP?? 
Greenfield Hopetoun Reserve 

Group  
is holding two working bees: 

Sunday 11th March  
Sunday 13th May. 

Please come, and bring your 
neighbours! Meet at 10am 

opposite 21 Greenfield Way. 
Enquiries: Hazel Athey on 

0419899560. 

CLEAN UP MT MARTHA!  
ERG is again coordinating 
Clean Up Australia Day at Mt 

Martha – Sunday 4th March,  
9.00 to 12.00.  

We need as many people as 
possible to clean up after the 
annual summer onslaught.  

Bring your friends and 
neighbours, and come and help 
for an hour or two! 

Sign on at the Car Park opposite 
Mt Martha Village, corner of 
Watsons Rd and The Esplanade  
Did you know? 

Australians are the among the 
highest producers of waste, per 
person, in the world.  

Some 7 billion cigarette butts 
end up in Australian waterways, 
streets and parklands each year.  

80 million plastic bags end up as 
litter in Australia each year – a 
serious threat to marine life.  

Over one third of all items 
collected on Clean Up Australia 
Day 2004 were plastic. Recycling 
one tonne of plastic saves enough 
energy to run a refrigerator for a 
month.  

Recyclable material makes up 
almost 80% of total household 
waste in Australia.  

Over the past 15 years 
volunteers on Clean Up Australia 
Day have collected over 200,000 
tonnes of rubbish – that’s 4.7 
million household wheelie bins!  

At Clean Up Australia Day 2006 
some 700,000 volunteers removed 
more than 9,000 tonnes of rubbish 
at 7,527 sites across the country – 
roadsides, parks, waterways and 
coastal areas. They filled 1800 skip 
bins with everything from car 
bodies to bottle tops. 

H B
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Diary Dates

BERG Working Bees  
All welcome!  
Meet at the Rotunda BBQ (Mel: 144 K11) on: 
×3rd Sunday of every month, from 9.00 to 12.00. 
Coffee and BERG-baked delicacies at 10.30. If you’re 
running late, phone Liz’s mobile (0408 388 430) to find 
where we are working. Next working bees  
18TH FEBRUARY and 18TH MARCH. 
×Tuesdays from 9.30 to 12.00. Coffee break at 10.30.  
Bring gloves – other equipment provided. 
All queries to Mary Stemp on 5974 3996. 
Waterwatch testing: Tuesday February 20th 2007 
(every 3 months, third Tuesday of the month) 
 
 
 
 

Meetings 
BERG Committee meets every 6 weeks at Mt Martha 
House, Saturdays 9.30. Next meeting on Saturday 10th 
March. All members welcome. 

SPIFFA (Southern Peninsula Indigenous Flora and 
Fauna Association) meets 1st Monday of the month, 
7.30 pm, at Parks Vic, Hinton Street, Rosebud  
(Mel 170 C4). Contact Jan Dwyer on 5986 6566. 

Friends of Harrap Creek field days 4th Sunday of the 
month, 9.30. Contact Mary Stemp on 5974 3996. 

Fairbairn Bushland Reserve Friends Group 
working bees: 10 am, March 11th, June 10th 2007 – 
meet at top of Margeurita Ave. Contact John Stoker on 
5974 4726. 

 

Membership Application
I wish to become a family/individual member of 
BERG and enclose cash/a cheque payable to BERG 
for: 
Joining fee $1 $  
Individual subscription (per year) $4 $  
Family subscription (per year) $5 $  
Donation (tax deductible over $2) $  

Total  $ ...........  

Please send to: 
Membership Secretary 
BERG, PO Box 433 
Mount Martha 3934 

 
Name ........................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Address........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
......................................................................................... ............................................................................................................ 
Phone....................................................................... Fax ............................................ 
Mobile.................................................................. Email ............................................
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y good friend David 
Tredennick recently sent me 

an article by writer Geoffrey 
Barker on the moral dilemma 
facing the world over global 
warming. The following is a 
summary of that excellent piece. 

For politicians, global warming 
and climate change require, 
primarily, economic and 
technological solutions. So 
economic fixes are now being 
wheeled out, including emissions 
trading and technological ‘cures’ 
such as nuclear, solar, wind power, 
clean coal and carbon 
sequestration. Eventually a mix of 
solutions that appear to have 
economic and technological 
credibility will be settled on.  

What politicians seem reluctant 
to accept is that global warming is 
primarily a moral problem, of how 
we human beings – that’s all of us 
– ought to behave towards each  

 
other and the global environment. 

Economics and technology may 
address the issue, but will they 
eliminate the moral problem? 

The ethical issues surrounding 
global warming reduce to a few 
deceptively simple questions. Do 
we humans have a right to exploit 
the earth’s resources without 
regard to the consequences for 
future generations? Do we have a 
duty of care towards the earth and 
the natural world? On what 
conditions can we rightly take the 
earth’s resources for our own use? 

The effectiveness of most of the 
proposed fixes is by no means 
assured. Some, including nuclear 
power, may well bring new 
economic, technological and moral 
problems. 

Do we humans, who regard 
ourselves as the species chosen by 
nature or God to dominate nature, 
have obligations to ourselves and 
future generations to preserve and 

conserve global 
biodiversity? 

How then should 
we ‘exploit’ global 
resources, including 
minerals beneath 
the earth’s surface, 
the surface of the 
earth itself, the seas 
and waterways and 
all therein? 

 
An issue facing policy makers is 

whether approaches can be applied 
to global warning that define those  
human activities that ought to be 
tolerated or prohibited as the 
world seeks at least a stable state of 
affairs. 

If economic and technological 
fixes cannot sufficiently ameliorate 
global warming, policy makers will 
have to confront perhaps the 
toughest and most contentious 
issues in environmental ethics – 
the status of human beings in the 
global environmental order. What a 
challenge! Could it be that 
unchecked human numbers and 
human activity have become a 
threat in themselves to human and 
non-human survival? 

Will it become necessary for 
policy makers to confront such  
moral issues if future generations 
are to inherit a tolerably habitable 
planet? 

While seemingly pointing the 
finger at our political leaders, let us 
look closely at ourselves and our 
daily practices. Visit a rubbish tip 
and see first hand the mountain of 
‘rubbish’ we discard. Go to a 
football or cricket match and see 
the mess we leave behind. Look 
for a moment at the disgraceful 
waste in the form of packaging. 
Yes, let us all do a stock take. 

Keith Wilson, President  
 

M

Photographed crossing the Victoria Crescent/Maud 
Street hill, 4th March 2007 

BERG welcomes new members: 
Peter Kim and Luke and Emma Wade 
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FIELD NEWS 
ver the next few months we 
are planning a major assault 

on weeds in our Envirofund grant 
site, the area between the 
boardwalk and firetrack south of 
the creek and east of Augusta 
Bridge (below Balcombe Creek 
Close). We hope to encourage 
regeneration and prepare for 
planting – if we get good rain!  
Working bees 
We made a good start in this area 
at the March working-bee, mostly 
removing Boneseed that had 
sprung up since our last big ‘pull’ 
there a number of years ago. The 
aim is to remove any regrowth 
before it begins to flower and seed. 

At the next working-bee, 
Sunday 15th April, we’d love a big 
turnout to continue the attack and 
clean out this area. The work will 
complement selective spraying and 
special control works by our 
contractors, Naturelinks.  

The Hopeton Creek/Greenfield 
Way Group held a working-bee in 
March to remove Pittosporum 
from the riparian area along their 
section of Hopeton Creek. Their 
next working-bee will be on 
Sunday 6th May, when they hope 
to do a big plant out (we forgot 
Mothers Day when we set the date 
– but everyone will need a good 
workout before the big family 
lunch!) 
Clean Up Australia Day  
We cleaned up the beach and 
foreshore reserve pretty well, but 
there were a number of areas we 
didn’t get to as there was a 

relatively poor Mt Martha turnout. 
We feel this was probably due to a 
lack of forward planning and 
publicity. We hope that a meeting 
next week with the Shire and local 
coordinators will put in place a 
more effective campaign for 2008. 
Studies on the reserve 
Two Deakin University honours 
students have started projects 
focusing on our Reserve.  

Jay Goetze is investigating water 
management and processes of 
Balcombe Creek and its tributaries, 
working closely with Melbourne 
Water, the Shire’s Natural Systems 
team and BERG. 

Melissa Simpken’s project will 
explore the historical and social 
perspective of the Reserve, 
researching historical records and 
interviewing long-time residents. If 
you have any anecdotes or 
memories of the creek, estuary or 
adjoining areas, or know of others 
who can contribute, Melissa would 
love to hear from you – email 
masem@deakin.edu.au or contact 
Mary Stemp – ph 59743996. 

Liz Barraclough, Field Officer 

A BIODIVERSITY PARK AT 
SOUTH EAST WATER  

outh East Water has recently 
developed plans for a Mt 

Martha Biodiversity Park to be 
open to the public, on part of their 
260 acres bounded by Craigie and 
Moorooduc roads and Balcombe 
and Tuerong creeks. A sewage 
treatment plant has operated here 
since 1978. Eventually the 
biodiversity park will cover some 
120 acres of the site, along the 

frontages to the two creeks and 
Moorooduc Road.  

Liz Barraclough, Tony 
O’Connor (of the Century Drive 
Group) and Geoff Kaye (Mt 
Martha Rotary) recently met with 
the South East Water team to walk 
over the proposed area and discuss 
the plans. Also at the meeting were 
consultants from Australian 
Ecosystems (landscape and 
vegetation management), Civil & 
Landscape Design, and civil 
engineering (design of walking 
track and boardwalk). 

The first stage of the plan covers 
about 10 acres, with 2.75 km of 
walking track around and beyond a 
lake inhabited by many species of 
waterbirds. The surrounding land 
will be revegetated. There will be 
interpretive signage, a birdhide, 
and parking for visitors. 

The South East Water team is 
working closely with The Briars 
(with whom they share the creek 
boundary) and the Shire Natural 
Systems team. 

The work will be done in stages. 
Weed and pest control programs 
are in progress, and planting the 
southern wetland area is planned 
soon. It is hoped that the track will 
be constructed by June, and the 
lake revegetation will be a second 
stage. Much of the planting will be 
done by contractors, but South 
East Water hopes to involve 
schools and other groups as well.  

At later stage there is the 
possibility of linking this track with 
other tracks and trails along the 
creek.  

 

WATERWATCH 
ince the late 1990s, BERG has 
been keeping a check on the 

water in Balcombe Creek through 
the national Waterwatch program.  

Water quality is, of course, 
crucially important to creek’s 
ability support its plant and animal 
life, and it reflects the health of the 
whole catchment.  

Waterwatch was set up by the 
Australian Government in 1993, 
and is supported by the 
Commonwealth Government's 
Natural Heritage Trust. It offers 
standardised methods and 
equipment for local groups to 
monitor water quality in their 
rivers, streams and lakes, and 
nearly 3000 groups across the 
country are now monitoring water 
quality at over 7000 sites 
throughout 200 catchments. The 

information collected provides the 
basis for action to tackle problems 
and improve waterway health.  

On the Mornington Peninsula, 
BERG is one of 11 community or 
friends groups that monitor 23 
sites on 10 different waterways. 
Other sites monitored are at 
Coolart Wetlands, Balnarring 
Wetlands, Mantons Creek, Stoney 
Creek, Chinaman’s Creek, 
Warrangine Park, Sunshine Creek, 
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Merricks Beach drainage, and 
Watson Creek. 

Balcombe Creek is monitored at 
five sites: by BERG at Augusta 
Street; The Briars staff and 
volunteers at three creek and 
wetland sites; and the Mt Eliza 
Association for Environmental 
Care (MEAFEC) at Eramosa 
Road, and by Mt Eliza Regional 
Park at Claremont Street. We look 
at six measures of water quality. 

Electrical conductivity is a 
measure of salinity (dissolved salt 
increases water’s conductivity). The 
Augusta St testing site is within the 
creek’s tidal zone, and what is 
normal in a tidal estuary will be 
quite different to further upstream. 
Salinity will also vary in the estuary 
depending on whether or not the 
creek mouth is open, and how 
much water is flowing 
downstream. We still have much to 
learn about these variations and 
what actually constitutes a healthy 
range of readings in our creek.  

pH is a measure of acidity. The 
main potential influence on this in 
Balcombe Creek is agricultural and 
garden fertilisers, which increase 
acidity. 

Turbidity – the cloudiness of 
water – is caused by suspended 
particles that reduce the passage of 
light. The particles can be soil (clay, 
silt, sand), algae, plankton, micro-
organisms, and other substances. 
Major contributors include soil 
erosion and run-off from farm 
land, eroded or stock-trampled 
creek banks, and dirt roadways. In 
cloudy water, less light reaches 
aquatic plants, frog spawn, and 
other living things. Turbid water 
also absorbs more heat and so 
tends to be warmer than clear 
water. 

Dissolved oxygen is essential 
for creatures with gills – not only 
fish, but the small bugs and 
beasties (macroinvertebrates) that 
populate waterways. The higher 
the water temperature, the lower 
the level of dissolved oxygen in 
water, so there is a link here to 
turbidity. 

Phosphorus is released by 
rotting organic matter and is 

essential for plant growth. 
Australian flora are adapted to the 
naturally low levels in Australian 
soils. But agricultural and garden 
fertilisers contain phosphorus to 
meet the higher needs of exotic 
crops and garden plants, and run-
off can carry this into waterways. 
High levels of phosphorus support 
toxic algal blooms. 

Finally, every six months we 
count macroinvertebrates in a 
sample of the creek water – the 
tiny but visible insects, worms, 
snails, shrimps, water fleas and the 
like that are a key part of the food 
chain. The diversity and abundance 
of these creatures is an excellent 
indicator of stream health.  

Our test results are collated in 
the Waterwatch Victoria database, 
which allows community data to be 
pooled, analysed and interpreted at 
the catchment level and beyond. 
Over the past couple of years, we 
have also been recording our 
results on our own database. The 
graphs show what we’ve found.  

Other than a few individual 
readings, most levels are within the 
levels that Waterwatch identifies as 
healthy. Oxygen saturation is 
slightly borderline. The one 
exception is electrical conductivity 
(salinity), but the levels set by 
Waterwatch are probably not 
relevant for our tidal test site. 
Levels set for estuaries in other 
countries, in fact, suggest our 
readings are well within healthy 
limits. 

For macroinvertebrates, our 
testing shows sufficient numbers 
and range of species to indicate a 
healthy environment, though 
species are limited due to the 
salinity of the estuarine 
environment. Again, we still have 
much to learn about what is 
normal in such environments. 

In the future, we hope to look 
more closely at what happens to 
water quality under a variety of 
conditions. For example, after 
heavy rain, does turbidity increase? 
If so, does this come from storm 
water draining into Harrap Creek, 
or from further up Balcombe 
Creek? How are the various water 

quality parameters affected by 
opening and closing of the Creek 
mouth?  

In the meantime, congratulations 
and thanks to our inveterate 
Waterwatch testers Isobel Cook 
and Mary Stemp. 

Quarterly readings at Augusta 
Street, May 2004 to Feb 2007 
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Diary Dates

BERG Working Bees  
All welcome! Equipment provided. 
Meet at the Rotunda BBQ (Mel: 144 K11) on: 
×3rd Sunday of every month, from 9.00 to 12.00. 
Coffee and BERG-baked delicacies at 10.30. If you’re 
running late, phone Liz’s mobile (0408 388 430) to find 
where we are working. Next working bees  
 SUNDAY 15TH APRIL  
 SUNDAY 20TH MAY 
×Plus: Hopeton Creek/Greenfield Way Group: 
 SUNDAY 6TH MAY – meet Greenfield Way, 9.30 
×Tuesdays from 9.30 to 12.00. Coffee break at 10.30.  
All queries to Mary Stemp on 5974 3996. 
Waterwatch testing: Tuesday May 15th 2007 (every 3 
months, third Tuesday of the month) 
 

Meetings 
BERG Committee meets every 6 weeks at Mt Martha 
House, Saturdays 9.30. Next meeting on Saturday 28th 

April. All members welcome. 

SPIFFA (Southern Peninsula Indigenous Flora and 
Fauna Association) meets 1st Monday of the month, 
7.30 pm, at Parks Vic, Hinton Street, Rosebud  
(Mel 170 C4). Contact Jan Dwyer on 5986 6566. 

Friends of Harrap Creek field days 4th Sunday of the 
month, 9.30. Contact Mary Stemp on 5974 3996. 

Fairbairn Bushland Reserve Friends Group 
working bee: 10 am, June 10th 2007 – meet at top of 
Margeurita Ave. Contact John Stoker on 5974 4726. 

 

Membership Application
I wish to become a family/individual member of 
BERG and enclose cash/a cheque payable to BERG 
for: 
Joining fee $1 $  
Individual subscription (per year) $4 $  
Family subscription (per year) $5 $  
Donation (tax deductible over $2) $  

Total  $ ...........  

Please send to: 
Membership Secretary 
BERG, PO Box 433 
Mount Martha 3934 

 
Name ........................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Address........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
......................................................................................... ............................................................................................................ 
Phone....................................................................... Fax ............................................ 
Mobile.................................................................. Email ............................................
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN  
 

his issue we share with our 
good friend and committee 

man Andy McGuigan the sad loss 
of his beloved wife, Eleanor. For 
some time we have admired 
Eleanor’s courage through her 
illness. To you, Andy, and to your 
family we extend our heartfelt 
condolences. 

As I write this, steady rain is 
pattering on the roof and the news 
is full of marvellous falls across 
Victoria and elsewhere. Ten years 
ago – maybe less – who in 
Melbourne would have been 
singing about the joy of rain! 

My latest electricity bill shows 
our greenhouse gas emissions were 
zero, equating to a saving of 1.5 
tonnes in emissions. It cost an 
extra $1 per week. 

Recent reports indicate increased 
illegal rubbish dumping. We are 
asked to look out for dumpers. If 
you see one: 
▪ Do not approach the person/s. 
▪ Gather as much information as 
possible, eg car registration 
number and colour, description of 
the person, time and date.  
▪ Notify Council on 1300 850 600. 

Have you noticed the new, very 
attractive seat on the boardwalk 
fishing platform? The plaque on it 
recognises the outstanding 
contribution of BERG’s founding 
President, Richard Hawkins. 

Until next time, 
Keith Wilson, President  

BERG welcomes new members:  
Sue Glover  
Kirsten & John Freeman 
Ian Hicks 

Do you remember…?  
elissa Semken, an Honours 
student at Deakin University, 

is conducting a study on the 
ecological history of Balcombe 
Estuary Reserve. 

Melissa’s research 
is part of the 
work Deakin 
University is 
undertaking with 
BERG to 
improve our 
understanding of 

the estuary. 
 She hopes to build up a picture 

of things such as changes in land 
use and management over time, 
what the bushland around the 
estuary looked like, the estuary’s 
wildlife, the openings and closings 
of the mouth, how people have 
used the creek.  

Knowing an area’s history can 
help in building up an 
understanding of its ecosystems, 
and the changes that have shaped it 
– it provides direction for 
sustainable management.  

Can you help? If you are 
interested and willing to share your 
stories and memories – even if 
you’ve only small snippets to 
contribute – please contact Melissa, 
phone 0425 769 952 or email: 
masem@deakin.edu.au 

FIELD NEWS 
from Field Officer Liz Barraclough  

t the April working bee we 
continued work started in 

March along the boardwalk from 
Augusta St bridge east towards 
Uralla Rd. The work comple-
mented the selective spraying and 
special weed control being done by 
Naturelinks and (except for the 
‘plague’ of emerging Smilax) it is 
now pretty clear of woody weeds. 

In May we had a most 
successful planting morning on the 
south bank of the creek, along the 
boardwalk from the Uralla Rd 
stormwater outlet west for about 
100m. The area had been prepared 
by Naturelinks, who removed 
woody weeds (mainly 
Pseudocapsicum and Boneseed) 
and sprayed out the Wandering 

Jew and 
grassy 

weeds. We 
planted 

about 750 
sedges and 
grasses and  
100 shrubs 

(Hop 
Goodenia, 

Prickly 
Wattle) in 
the riparian 

Swamp 
Paperbark 

zone nearest 
to the creek 
– taking 

T 

M
A

At the May working bee 
– Jo Thyer, Naturelinks 
contractor, telling us how 
to pull and bag Angled 
Onion  
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advantage of recent rains and moist 
soil. The regeneration of various 
weed species will have to be closely 
monitored and controlled until the 
indigenous plantings thicken up 
enough to out-compete the weeds.   

In June we are planning another 
extensive planting – at least two or 
three hundred shrubs and 
overstorey trees as well as more 
groundcover species.  

All those who love this 
rewarding activity please come 
along – meet at 9.00am at the 
rotunda at the end of Mirang Ave.   

(If you can’t make it until later 
we shall leave a directions on 
where to find us. We appreciate 
even an hour of your time – you 
can plant, water or guard a lot of 
tubestock in an hour!)  

Foolishly, we arranged the 
Greenfield Way/Hopeton Creek 
working-bee for Mothers’ Day –
the turn-up wasn’t great! Even so, 
we managed to remove and stack a 
few more piles of Pittosporum and 
Mirror Bush.  

The locals are doing a great job, 
chipping away at this area, and we 
hope to have it well prepared for a 
big winter planting working-bee on 
Sunday 24th June, 9.30am. If any 
of the regular BERG working-bee 
people are free it would be great if 
you could join the Greenfield 
Way/Hopeton Group to plant 
some 700 plants – meet outside . 
Another burn site 
For years we have been planning a 
trial burn in part of the Rabbit 
Paddock – the area of land in from 
Hilton Court and parallel to 
Hopeton Creek. Back in 2001, 
Greencorps fenced the area in two 
rectangles, one with rabbit-proof 
fencing, the other with open 
fencing (grey and white 
respectively in the diagram, next 
column). Across these, we have 
marked off three long areas. In 
two, we are trialling two 
management strategies – burning 
and slashing – with the third area 
as an untreated control.  

 At last, in early April, Transfield 
was able to burn the designated 
one third (and a little more by 

mistake!). We will now monitor 
regeneration in each zone. 

 This whole 
area is 
classified as 
Grassy Wood-
land (EVC 
175) and 
would once 
have been an 
open Manna 
Gum wood-

land with patches of Sheoak. 
We hope the experiment will 

demonstrate the effect of the 
different management methods 
and help us to adapt these to get 
the desired outcomes of suitable 
weed control and regeneration of 
species for similar landscapes.  

 

Large Moist Ginger Cake  
Another working bee morning tea recipe 
from Liz – seen below engaged in cake 
quality testing with Mary Stemp 
Microwave to mix: 
250 gms butter 
250 gms sugar 
250 gms treacle 
Add: 
375 gms plain flour 
2 tsps arrowroot 
2 tsps bicarb soda 
2 eggs (lightly beaten) 
2 tbls powdered ginger  
Sift dry ingredients, mix and stir 
into melted mixture with beaten 
eggs. Then add: 
1½ cups warmed milk 
Pour the very runny mixture into a 
lined 8-10 inch/20-25 cm round 
(or square) tin. Cook about 1½ 
hours at 340°F / 170°C.  

 

Waterwatch 
Notes from the field 

Mary Stemp reports 
n June 1998, three BERG 
members attended the first 

Streamwatch Training Day at The 
Briars. We learned how to test the 
waters and we gathered 
macroinvertebrates from the creek 
and attempted to identify them.  

I have since attended several 
training days, along with Liz 
Barraclough and others. BERG 
shared a testing kit with Padua 
College, Rosebud, and we tested 
regularly at a couple of sites. Our 
team was led by Norm Stevens 
(since moved north), with Brian 
Pullman, Isobel Cook and myself – 
all still regulars.  

Melbourne Waterwatch is part of 
the Waterwatch Australia network. 
The program has several sponsors 
including, over recent years, our 
local Council. Amy Paraman, our 
local coordinator, is ever willing to 
help in the field, collate data and 
work with schools.  

We are now using an updated 
testing kit, and we test at the 
Augusta St footbridge every three 
months. The aim is to have all 
groups along the creek test on the 
same day and time, so the data are 
comparable. Isobel takes care of 
our equipment, testing it regularly 
for accuracy and ensuring the 
chemicals are up-to-date. 

Macroinvertebrates are 
indicators of the health of the 
creek – some, like Caddis Fly larvae 
and Mayfly larvae, are sensitive to 
pollutants; others survive anything. 
At our current testing site, I have 
never found significant numbers or 
range of species. In February we 
found a couple of tiny shrimps and 
five freshwater crabs, also tiny. 
Last November we found none. 

Why? Theories include, that the 
water is too saline; that there aren’t 
many reeds where we test; and that 
the silt in the creek (from drains, 
etc) inhibits them. And, of course, 
other pollutants could be coming 
down the creek from time to time, 
killing them off.  

Hopefully we’ll find some 
answers in time. 
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