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President’s Report 

October 2016 

It is a great pleasure to submit my 3rd report as President of BERG Mt Martha in the 19th year of this wonderful    

organisation. In launching the history of our organisation last year, I realised how important it is to record the 

events of each year, so that others may understand what we did and why. 

Our vision remains the same: 

To preserve and restore the precious ecology of the Balcombe Estuary and Reserves through best practice 

technical knowledge, passionate volunteerism and community involvement. 

Everything we do is dedicated to achieving this vision, with the end aim of bringing the estuary and reserves to a 

steady state which has only then to be maintained!   

This year has been another year of enormous activity on many fronts. Liz Barraclough OAM, our inestimable Field 

Officer, will report on the detail of the on-ground operations – which are the heart of what we do. I report here on 

the organisation as a whole. The raw statistics of the year are shown in the table below: 

 

 

Overall this year, our performance has again been outstanding. We have significantly expanded total income, our 

donations and our number of Active Volunteers. We have expanded our on-ground activities, our school education 

programs, run a very successful program of community awareness activities, increased membership and increased 

volunteer hours. We also developed measures to demonstrate our on-ground progress, some of which will be    

presented by Liz Barraclough OAM at this AGM.   

The highlights of our year have been: 

 receiving funding of $18,000, primarily from the Sally Oatley Memorial Fund of the Australian Communities 

Foundation, to start the ‘Philanthropy Project’ of restoring the north bank of the Reserves. 

 the second Family Day at the Estuary, which attracted some 500 people 

 the continued involvement of the Green Army in on-ground operations 

 developing a new Coastal Working Bee Group under the leadership of Suzanne Ryan 

 continuing the Traders and Community Supporters program 

But, as you will read, there are many, many more activities which we undertook this year. 

I will report under the headings from our vision – best practice technical knowledge, community awareness and 

passionate volunteers – as these are the ways in which we get things done. 

Operations: Best Practice Technical Knowledge 

As usual, we ran our Friday (weekly), Tuesday (monthly) and Sunday (monthly) working bees under Sue Betheras, 

Jenny Selby and Liz Barraclough respectively. We increased average attendances this year on Sundays as our Active 

Volunteer program took hold. In addition, we started the Wednesday (monthly) working bee under Suzanne Ryan, 

Year 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2015-16 
Change 

No. Members 470 485 503 +3% 

No. Active Volun-
teers 

70 85 109 +28% 

Volunteer Hours 3,600 4,100 4,300 +5% 

Total Income $67,000 $60,000 $104,000 +73% 

Donations $4,500 $7,000 $11,000 +57% 
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with a new group of workers, focussing on the Coastal area.   

A key part of this year has again been the Green Army program, in which MPS has involved us. This has given us 

access to a great deal of effectively free labour to undertake tasks we could not or would not be able to do our-

selves or get other contracts to do. In total, the Green Army have put in more hours than the total of all our Sunday 

working bee hours, so we have significantly increased the amount of time spent on the on-ground activities. These 

hours are not included in our Volunteer Hours, but from our perspective, they have the same or similar effects. 

Waterwatch under John Inchley and Estuary Watch under Emily Howes worked on developing assessment of our 

progress with water quality and estuary monitoring, in conjunction with Melbourne Water, now that we have     

several years of monthly measurements.  

The Sedimentation Action Group, under my leadership, 

spent considerable time monitoring the drains on behalf 

of the Shire, prodding the Shire to analyse the existing 

sediment and to take actions based on all the research 

which has been done. We are close to developing a com-

prehensive action plan. 

The Schools Program was expanded under Jenny Selby 

this year. We ran programs for all schools in the area as 

well as some outside our area. We believe educating stu-

dents and their parents is the best way to develop people 

with an appreciation, knowledge and skills for what we        

actually do in the reserves. Jenny and John Inchley also ran 

a Schools’ Environment Week program at The Briars, based around our Waterwatch activity.  

Seeking funding from different sources, we decided on a large project to be taken by our newly-formed                

Philanthropy Group, headed by Bronwyn Street, to potential donors, seeking large-scale financing. We are seek-

ing to finance work outside what the MPS will address in its normal course of operations. We were fortunate to 

attract the support of the Sally Oatley Memorial Fund for $15,000, which has enabled us to start work on restoring 

the northern bank of the Balcombe Estuary. This is by far the biggest grant which BERG Mt Martha has received 

outside of normal sources of funding. 

In addition, very recently we received an offer from an anonymous donor to provide up to $50,000 of matching 

funds if BERG Mt Martha can raise further philanthropic funds from other sources. Clearly, if we can do this, the 

Philanthropy Group will have proved to be of vital importance to our restoration work. 

The Philanthropy Group also developed a Bequest Policy, which we are launching at the AGM. This is another possi-

ble source of significant funding for our work and I would encourage all members to consider this as a way to help 

complete our restoration task within the foreseeable future. 

We also started work on an Environmental Significance Overlay application aimed to protect the reserves into per-

petuity. This would also be an end aim for our group. The Save Tootgarook Swamp group, which has achieved its 

own ESO, gave us a feasible template to achieve this, and Peter McMahon and Angela Kirsner have agreed to carry 

this project forward. 

Finally, and importantly for our culture, Trish Reilly undertook the task of catering coordinator, organising morning 

teas for working bees and other functions during the year. Trish’s organisation here has been outstanding in terms 

of ensuring our on-ground workers have wonderful morning teas! 

Community Awareness 

This is another part of the way we try to achieve our vision, by ensuring members and the community are informed 

A welcome break for morning tea at a working bee 
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of what we do and educated about best environmental practices. This year under Barbara Thraves, the Community 

Awareness Group undertook numerous activities to get us better known.   

CAG’s main event this year was the Family Day at the Estuary. The 

second time we have run this, it was designed clearly this time for 

young families and had a myriad of activities showing what we do, 

but also entertaining younger children. With 500 people attend-

ing, sponsorship from the Shire, Bonaccorde Property Services 

and Mount Martha Community Bank, using almost 40 Active Vol-

unteers, this was the highlight of our year. Two articles in the local 

press from Barry Morris highlighted the event to a wider            

audience.  

The group also arranged a talk by Eric Allen on first aid safety, and 

children’s walks in the reserves conducted by Gidja Walker, in-

stalled a new seat on the jetty in memory of Keith Wilson (our 

esteemed 2nd President, who died this year), completed new     

murals by school groups for the campground rotunda and were 

rewarded by having the murals recognised as a finalist in the Tidy 

Town Awards for Victoria. 

In addition, Angela Kirsner continued to produce informative edi-

tions of The Creek, Di Lewis maintained our impressive               

information board in the campground, we held the annual Weed-

busters education morning in the Mt Martha Village and we contributed to Clean Up Australia Day. We were also 

represented on the Foreshore Advisory Group by Liz and myself and have a wide range of good connections to 

many other environmental groups on the Peninsula. 

Under John Stirling, our Traders and Community Sponsors and Supporters program grew significantly, with over 20 

traders supporting us. Effectively, this program has almost doubled the amount of donations which we receive out-

side of tied grants, so this is a very significant activity for us.   

We see our relationship with our sponsors as a partnership. That means we expect our members to support our 

sponsors as they are supporting us. So, if you have a chance, please support our sponsors whenever you can and 

thank them for sponsoring us. They are:  

Major sponsors:  Bonaccorde Property Services, Mount Martha Community Bank, Bunnings Mornington. 

Supporters: IGA Supermarket, Mr Curtis, Mt Martha Post Office, Mt Martha Medical Centre, Terry Bateman Phar-

macy, Higher Ground Coffee, Bells Meats, Main Exposure, Mt Martha Veterinary Clinic, Volpino, Warlimont & Nutt, 

Chisholm & Gamon, Farrell’s Bookshop, Mr Fix, Mt Martha Chiropractic, Silk Design Hair Beauty Spa, Peninsula 

Travel and Mt Martha Newsagency. 

Bells Meats also provide us with discounts on our meat purchases for organisation functions and the benefit we 

gain from this effectively counts as sponsorship. 

Passionate Volunteerism 

This is the third element of how we do our work. We significantly expanded the number of new Active Volunteers, 

reaching my informal aim of 100 during the year, or 20% of all our members. We particularly try to engage all new 

members to help us in some way apart from being members. All our Active Volunteers are passionate about what 

they do and what we do. Through our Active Volunteers program and database, maintained by Bev Fryer, we      

actively sourced many members who have key skills which we need to operate professionally. This database is    

invaluable for us when we need to source expertise for new projects. 

Family Day activity 
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Thanks 

This is a wonderful organisation to be involved in! The amount of effort involved is demonstrated in the physical 

changes we see in the estuary and reserves and in the volunteer hours we record to measure our contributions. 

Thanks to the members of the Committee for the work they put in to make the organisation work so well,             

particularly Liz Barraclough OAM, our wonderful Field Officer and Di Lewis, our incredibly competent Secretary, 

part-time grant sourcer and grant writer and also informal communications manager. I’d also like to record special 

thanks to Richard Kirsner, who is stepping down as Treasurer after over 15 years of reliable service in a role which is 

essential to any organisation, but rarely valued as it should be. 

Thanks also to the many leaders of the many activities we run during the year. Most of their names are mentioned 

in the report. Thanks to all the Active Volunteers who contribute their time and skills in the many ways we need 

help. Thanks to those who have donated financially to us, as your contributions enable us to do things we would 

simply not be able to undertake without money.    

Thanks to the members for supporting us financially and in spirit, particularly those more experienced members 

who used to be the physically active leaders of this organisation but who can no long contribute in this way.   

There is much still to do, but we are making great strides towards achieving our vision.  I look forward to your    

continued support. 

Graham Hubbard 

President 

October 2016 

Accepting certificate as finalist in Tidy Towns award for the Mural Project in 
the Rotunda. L-R Deputy Mayor Bev Colomb, Jenny Selby, Di Lewis 
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Field Officer’s Report 

October 2016 

Again BERG Mt Martha has had a great year of activities, events, achievements, most of which are outlined in     

Graham’s report. This report just gives a little more detail on the on-ground projects, programs and related activi-

ties. Each year, although it may appear as if there is just more of the same eg weeding, planting, schools programs 

etc, it is an on-going process of building on, increasing, advancing, adding to previous years’ work and projects to 

restore the ecological integrity of the Balcombe Estuary Reserves and the related environs. The education and the 

raising and encouragement of community awareness and appreciation of our precious and unique local natural en-

vironment are major contributors to this process. 

ON-GROUND ACTIVITIES 

Working-bees  

We have one weekly and now three regular monthly working-bees held throughout the year, to maintain and mon-

itor the Balcombe Estuary Reserves and related areas ie the foreshore and the lower reaches of Hopetoun Creek. 

We are thrilled to include the formation of a Coastal Group, most ably coordinated by Suzanne Ryan.  

Weed control will always be the primary, on-going and probably the most important on-ground activity. However 

enhancement planting of indigenous species to improve diversity is still important and necessary. 

Tuesday Group  

Jenny Selby has a regular and enthusiastic group of helpers whose main aim is to maintain the integrity of the     

Bunyip. Recently however, they have also moved into adjoining areas to not only reduce the threat of weed inva-

sion into the Bunyip, but to improve the ecological status of the sites themselves.  

Pia Spreen from Naturelinks, funded by the Shire, gives invaluable guidance, assistance and support. 

Friday Group  

Under Sue Betheras’s coordination and management this group has continued its valuable work in targeted and 

sensitive areas.  

 Uralla Bridge area and Quarry - the on-going weeding and           

enhancement planting has upgraded these areas and the increased 

diversity of vegetation and fauna especially small birds.  

 Hyacinth Orchid Patch – is being monitored and maintained. 

 Maude St burn site – on-going seasonal monitoring and surveying 

of this site has been both rewarding and educational. 

 The Jaw - follow up weeding, planting and monitoring. 

 Old Campground, garden beds opposite IGA and bird hide only      

require relatively quick maintenance work and monitoring.  

Sunday working-bee 

These working-bees mainly concentrate on work required in the grant sites and are vital as part of our in-kind con-

tribution - mainly weeding, mulching and planting in the riparian and woodland areas of Balcombe Creek and its 

tributary, Hopetoun Creek. The new Coastal Group will fulfill our grant obligation along the foreshore.  

Coastal Group  

It kicked off with a joint working-bee with the Yacht Club in June 2016 and they now meet on the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month. They will be concentrating on protecting and restoring the narrow, vulnerable and exposed area of the 
Mt Martha foreshore. New and enthusiastic members/participants are very welcome! 

Sue Betheras unloading plants 
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Weed Control 

Weed control is an on-going process, but absolutely essential if we are to retain, maintain and improve the native 

local vegetation that supports the remaining and most resilient of our native animals and birds.  

We use a number of methods to selectively and specifically target different weed species and we are constantly 

learning and trialing the most effective, but least harmful to all but the weeds. We rely heavily on the knowledge 

and skills of our bushland contractors and the advice and guidance of the Shire’s conservation officer/s. Grants are 

our main source of funding for this activity, enabling us to employ contractors. Without them, we would have to 

rely on donations, our own relatively limited labour and support from the Shire.  

Planting 

Again this year most of our plants went into the sites along Hopetoun Creek, that is, in the area below the kinder-

garten. The emphasis has been on habitat restoration as well as erosion control of the once heavily weed infested 

and degraded area.  A four session school program with Balcombe Grammar Year 5 students, a number of Sunday 

working-bees and Green Army sessions has started to make a huge difference to the restoration of this area. The 

increase of water flows into the creek from storm water outlets and surface overflows from roads and adjoining 

areas has increased the undermining and erosion of the banks, which in turn is contributing to the increased        

sediment entering the creek system. This has necessitated not only dense planting of the banks and the riparian 

area, but consideration of the necessary control methods and infrastructure works to manage this problem. This 

will be an on-going project for the next few years. 

Mature Tree loss 

This year there has been a concerted effort to continue the re-establishment of big trees and ‘large’ habitat 

throughout the Reserves, particularly Manna Gums, Sheoaks and Blackwoods, as they are threatened not only in 

the bushland areas of the Reserves, but also in adjoining sites and even along the roadsides and gardens. We have 

been informed by fauna ecologists that these large canopy trees are vital to the maintenance and health of the  

local ecology and must be protected, preserved and their numbers increased as much as possible. Continual       

possum attack is one of the primary problems and so when we plant, position and potential for on-going manage-

ment such as possum guarding, are essential considerations. Trees must be isolated from small trees and shrubs 

that provide access to the tree canopy. Another possible solution to controlling possum attack is to breed or       

propagate from Manna Gums that the possums have not attacked because they produce a toxin that the possums 

don't like. It would then be possible to on-plant them. 

Free Indigenous Plant Offer 

We continue to encourage residents to restore the habitat in their gardens and on their nature strips through our 

offer of indigenous tube stock, available from the Shire nursery at The Briars. 

Kate, Tanzin and Tracy are always happy to advise and help select the appropriate plants and add them to a BERG 

MM account. 

Grants 

Grants (and their funding) are not always reliable. However Melbourne Water’s grants have been a constant over a 

number of years. They allow us to plan and provide project continuity. They also help provide some support and 

funding for a number of our Community Awareness Group (CAG) programs, but have recently not been as generous 

in this area. This leaves us more reliant on Donation funds.    

Grant Applications & Site assessments 

BERG Mt Martha’s On-site Assessment Team (Sue Betheras, John Inchley, Liz Barraclough, Jenny Selby and Suzanne 
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Ryan – depending on sites) work together with Matt Stahmer and Hannah Brown (who has recently joined the Nat-

ural Systems Team) and Naturelinks on project determination, grant assessment and reporting. For each 

project / grant, a detailed project works plan, map and costing, is undertaken and approved by BERG MM, the    

contractor and the Shire.  

MOU MPS 

A separate Memorandum of Understanding with the Mornington Peninsula Shire was reinstated in 2015/16 for a 

number of Friends’ groups, but with reduced funds eg $3000 instead of $8000 - $10,000. This allows us more flexi-

bility and accessibility to fund small projects/activities and sites unfunded through grants such as Mirang Ave, Bird 

hide, Uralla Rd storm water pipe and Greenfield Way Easement, with some funds being reserved for miscellaneous 

works. (This process is apparently being reviewed again for 2016/17!) 

Melbourne Water Grants 

Melbourne Water grants extend over an 18 month period which means projects can overlap. However, for our   

accounting and practical convenience, we try to finalise all major works and spending in the financial year and use 

the final six months to complete the necessary assessments and reports. 

The 2015 Melbourne Water grant was $27,403.75 for: 

i) Swamp Scrub/Grassy Woodland Ecotone Improvement, Balcombe Creek, Stage 9 ($14,236.75) – for woody and 

scrambling weed control on the north bank, west of Uralla Rd pedestrian bridge to Augusta St bridge and the   

southern riparian area from Augusta St bridge going 50m east; plants and revegetation materials, but no communi-

ty awareness funding. 

ii) Riparian Biolink Restoration Project, Mt Martha (Hopetoun Creek), Stage 2 ($12,067)  

 Site 1 (below the Balcombe kindergarten) - follow up grassy, woody and scrambling weed control;  

 Site 2 (upstream of Ferrero Recreation Reserve, parallel and below residences in Balcombe Cres) - forestry 

 mulch a path for access to woody weeds and scramblers; plants, revegetation materials and miscellaneous 

 requirements.  

iii) Support Grant ($1100) – for training, insurance and community awareness materials. 

(In February 2016 we were again successful with our Melbourne Water grant application for $37,818.75, but      

projects did not start until after June 2016, so will be reported in the 2016/17 financial year). 

Coastcare Victoria Community Small Grant 

There was no grant offered for 2015/16 year. (However, we have received one for 2016/17). 

Port Phillip Westernport Catchment Authority Community Grant ($14,987.50)  

This was the first time this grant had been offered. It was for Grassy Woodland Habitat Restoration in the area 

above and adjoining the riparian section of Swamp Scrub on the lower reaches of Hopetoun Ck ie the upper/

southern section of Rabbit Paddock, end of Village Close. It adjoins and will complement the Melbourne Water 

grants in this area. Initial and follow up woody and scrambler weed control and enhancement planting has been 

undertaken. Funds also covered revegetation materials such as stakes and guards, weed disposal, project coordina-

tion, two editions of the newsletter and for one person to undertake the Peninsula Conservation Habitat Manage-

ment course (deferred to 2017). 

Sally Oatley Memorial Grant ($15,000) 

This project will restore the section of Grassy Woodland area adjacent to the Burn Site in Maude St. It will be inter-

esting and an on-going learning process to compare the regeneration of these two sites in which two different 

bushland restoration methods have been used: control burn; and weed removal and control - manual and selective 

chemical. 
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Green Army 

We were fortunate to have several groups over four weeks in July, August and November 2015 to augment and 

contribute to BERG MM and Naturelinks’ works in the reserves. They undertook Coastal weeding and planting, 

Hopetoun Creek riparian weeding and planting, Rabbit Paddock woody weeding, La Trobe St drainage line removal 

of woody weeds and Cape Ivy, Tradescantia control along the north and south banks and west of Uralla Rd foot-

bridge and also, audio trail posts installation in Old Campground.  

To give them a variety of experiences in environmental work we 

organized for them to do a couple of seed collection and propaga-

tion workshops at the Briars nursery and visit the Naturelinks de-

pot to learn about the functions and input of contractors.  

Thanks very much to the other BERG MM members who helped 

out supervising over these weeks – Jenny Selby, David Street, Jock 

McMillan, John Stirling, Eric Smalley and John Inchley. 

Other Activities/Tasks  

All our on-ground works aim to directly improve the health of the 

waterway, while our community awareness activities contribute in-

directly through education, encouraging involvement and raising the profile of BERG MM and the local environ-

ment and its precious ecology. 

Bird Surveys  

These are still carried out by Birdlife Mornington Peninsula a number of times a year. Pam Hearn, our own bird ex-

pert plays an important role in all the bird watching activities, surveys and education workshops offered to mem-

bers and local residents. On-going monitoring and recording is important to help determine the success of our work 

in improving and restoring local habitat. 

Nesting Boxes 

The on-going mapping, monitoring and maintenance is included in the Shire’s Bushland Management Program and 

is undertaken by Naturelinks. These boxes compensate for habitat loss and also provide a ready visual educational 

tool for schools and other interested groups. 

Weedbuster (Sept 2015) 

It seemed a worthwhile activity. Thanks to Angela Kirsner, Jenny Selby and David Street who helped who helped 

spread the ‘weedy‘ word with Anne Hammond from Sunshine Reserve Conservation Fireguard Group. There were a 

number of younger people who seemed interested in getting involved in on-ground activities. The weed infor-

mation was appreciated by a number of local residents. 

Clean Up Australia Day 

Lots of rubbish, but a relatively disappointing turn-up – 20 adults and 8 children from most of Mt Martha, not 

counting the Birdrock Ave Group, who as usual, had a great participation rate – 23 volunteers from just their area.  

BERG MM helped with the event that was coordinated this year by the Mt Martha Yacht Club. Many thanks to Rob 

Debenham, the commodore of the Yacht Club, who set up and supervised the registration area and directed       

proceedings all morning. 

Dragonfly Audio Trail 

This was installed in the Old Campground and launched in August. It concentrates on birds, animals and plants in 

the immediate area and specially targets the interests of young children. 

Green Army installing post for Dragonfly audio 
trail in the Old Campground 
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New furniture for the reserves  

 a seat overlooking the creek at the end of the track running between the two Ferrero Ovals.  
 a new table and bench set in the Campground  Laundry (fixed securely to concrete floor). This was a gener-

ous contribution by the Shire to the infrastructure of this 
popular recreation area. 

 2 table and bench sets and 1 bench seat adjacent to the 
Campground playground and another bench seat on the 
jetty. Rotary club of Mt Martha provided these using a 
$3000 grant it had been given. Colin Stokes and Roger 
Annear, Rotarians worked with John Trevillian and me 
from BERG MM, to coordinate the procurement, posi-
tioning and installation.  

 

Mt Martha Preschool Children’s Indigenous Garden/

Meeting Site 

Naomi Grant (a preschool parent and also a BERG MM member) 

with the support of the Parents Committee, applied for a Place-

making Grant to construct a wonderful garden/meeting place at 

the eastern end of the front of the Mt Martha Preschool. They consulted Jenny Selby and me (BERG Mt Martha), 

Laura Crilly (MPS Natural Systems Team), Adam Magennis (MPS Indigenous Officer) and the MPS Infrastructure 

Team and coordinated and organized donations of materials and expertise and parent working-bees to help with 

the installation. As the Preschool adjoins the Bunyip area, it helps link it to the reserve and local natural environ-

ment and has also enhanced the       involvement of the Preschool with BERG MM.    

Training, Workshops 

Peninsula Habitat Management course is coordinated and managed by SPIFFA. We had a great response to take-

up offer of course places. BERG MM was able to offer two places from grants and at the last minute MPS offered to 

fund two extra places from cancellations. Peter McMahon, Emma Doherty, Sue Milton and Christo Viljoen under-

took the course and thoroughly enjoyed and hopefully benefited from the program. We are sorry we could not take 

the other four expressions of interest, but we have registered their interest for the 2017 program and invite any 

others who might wish to participate to contact us. It is now only run every second year, and though it is not cheap 

at $700 for the program that extends over several months - evening and weekend sessions, we hope to organize 

sponsorship for as many of our members as possible. Preference will be given to active members and/or those who 

will contribute to our on-ground or related programs. 

Propagation workshops. Grant funding gave the Friday Group a chance to attend two workshops at the MPS 

nursery at the Briars where they propagated over 1000 indigenous plants that were later planted, mainly into the 

Hopetoun Creek site, but also in the Balcombe Creek Tradescantia control areas. 

Session/Workshop - Friends and Landcare volunteer links with the Shire Nursery 

A group of BERG MM volunteers (Sue Betheras, Jock McMillan, Eric Smalley, Pam Hearn and Jenny Selby) have been 

attending workshop sessions at The Briars Nursery to learn the specialist art of collecting seed and propagating  

indigenous plants, including rare or unusual species, to become "seed spotters" relaying information to the Nursery 

team about ripening seed in bushland areas and to help in building and maintaining the seed bank of local species.  

Melbourne Water Frog Census and Identification Information Night. Six BERG MM members (John and Alison 

Inchley, Steve Fitzerald, Sue Milton, Sarah Van Orsouw and I) attended the workshop at the McClelland Gallery to 

learn more about local frogs in our waterways. 

Presentations  

Deakin University. Approximately forty undergraduate students from the School of Environment and Life          

At the unveiling of Keith Wilson’s seat. Keith’s wife 
Bobbi, daughter Linda and granddaughter Eliza.18 

June 2016 
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Sciences visited us in August 2015 and April 2016 as part of their round-the-bay excursion to examine catchment 

management, coastal systems and developments. This involved a guided walk and talk to present an overview of 

the Balcombe Estuary, relevant local issues and BERG MM’s role in the reserve and the catchment as a whole. This 

annual visit has been included in their Environmental Management and Sustainability unit for a number of years. 

This year appreciative staff sent back word that they had received lots of positive feedback from students. Many 

thanks to Sue Betheras who took this April session. 

Community Links  

Mornington Peninsula Shire Nursery team. The nursery staff, Kate, Tara and Tracy are always cheerful, efficient 

and most obliging. They propagate and supply us with all our indigenous tube stock and recently, trays of cells that 

are cheaper, quicker and easier to plant. Their stock is always of a high quality and whenever possible they prepare 

and fill our orders on time. We have also appreciated Kate undertaking a number of training sessions for our Green 

Army groups who were so pleased to be offered the chance to learn a new skill and gain an insight into the nursery 

trade. 

The Briars ranger team. We share a common and precious bio-link with our close neighbours across the highway 

and we each benefit from our shared interests. Jonathon Ricciardello is the new head ranger at the Briars and he 

has already approached BERG MM and sought to further the cooperation and foster shared interests. We are so 

pleased to be able to benefit from his enthusiasm, expert knowledge and experience. We also enjoy a cooperative 

and easy relationship with all members of his team and BERG MM looks forward to an on-going and increased in-

volvement in the future.  

Mt Martha Yacht Club and Mt Martha Lifesaving Club have a good relationship with BERG MM and we contribute 

to each other’s activities whenever possible. We have a common interest in the preservation and improvement of 

the foreshore and its environment and we all have a member on the Mt Martha Foreshore Advisory Committee. 

Again this year both clubs shared the task of the coordination and registration of Clean Up Australia Day, fulfilling 

BERG MM’s aim of spreading the load and encouraging and enlisting more involvement by the Mt Martha           

community.  

The Balcombe Moorooduc Landcare Group and Mt Martha Foreshore Advisory Group  have BERG MM members 

on their committees, as we share a common catchment and a common interest in its environmental health and 

management.       

Southeast Water keeps us up-to-date with their up-grading and works programs and any issues that might impact 

on the creek and the downstream community and its assets. They have recently approached us to see where and 

how they can contribute to our programs. 

Local Schools Their involvement is mutually beneficial, with BERG MM contributing to their environmental and 

sustainability programs and the schools helping us with our on-ground projects. 

Jenny Selby has done a marvelous job in extending the schools program, but thanks are also due to other BERG MM 

volunteers for the extra hours they have put in above and beyond the call of duty at the normal working bees.  

Year 6 Balcombe Grammar students, under their MAD (Making a Difference) Community Service Program, 

helped us over five sessions in Sept 2015, plant hundreds of plants into the area below the kindergarten on Hope-

toun Creek. The school’s proximity to this area ensures that they will be able to observe the transformation of this 

site to a healthy riparian bushland. The students were also fascinated and enjoyed Waterwatch sessions that John 

Inchley ran to show them the tiny critters (macro invertebrates) that exist in and play an essential role in the creek 

ecology.  

The Peninsula School’s Community/Service Program. Approximately ten teachers came in December 2015. They 

mulched as well as mending and cleaning signs for us. 
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Issues  

Sedimentation of the estuary 

The threat to the ecological integrity of the estuary has been of great concern to BERG MM since we began, but 

now, with Graham’s excellent skills and persistence, things are about to change! Refer to Graham’s report. 

Thanks to:    

Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Natural Systems Team is always supportive, not just financially, but through their 

ready guidance, advice and unreserved assistance with all our projects. They are our first port of call when a prob-

lem arises or help is needed and they always respond cheerfully and without hesitation. Simon Thorning, as head of 

the team, always responds to our cries for help and gets results even when it is way out of his area; Matt Stahmer, 

the conservation officer in charge of BERG MM manages to manage us with great humour and tolerance, but has 

obviously had to recently enlist the help of the newest addition to the Natural Systems team, Hannah Brown. We 

appreciate the effort and time they give to BERG MM. 

Garrique Pergyl, the Environmental Planner for the Shire has always taken an interest in our activities and sup-

ported us wherever possible eg Family Day at the Estuary. He has recently left the Shire and we wish him all the 

best in his new job nearer to home and thank him for his past enthusiastic support for our work.  

Naturelinks as our contractor, plays a valuable role in the management of the Reserves. Not only their on -ground 

service, but also their input in determining priorities, management strategies and grant applications, is a great help 

to us. We also appreciate and have enjoyed the input, assistance and expertise in their supervisory capacity at 

2015/16 working-bees - Sally Mcleod as Team Leader, Vyv Stryder as leader of on-ground works, Danielle Suffern, 

Friends Group coordinator and Jason Gura, as working-bee supervisor. They are always most helpful and coopera-

tive with all our activities and have an in-depth knowledge of the Reserves.  

Broad Spectrum (previously Transfield Services) are contracted by the Mornington Peninsula Shire to carry out 

fire control works in and around the Reserve. As well as weed control, they provide a mulching and weed removal 

service. Dan Idczak and his team have also been most obliging with supplying us with mulch for our revegetation 

works.  

Progress Signs have always supported and advised us, and creatively and clearly designed and printed our inter-

pretive signs. Nadine Weir (currently on maternity leave), Hayley Robinson and Jordon Goldfinch are our main 

contacts and happily and skillfully help and produce any signage we require. 

Paul Hodgson is Melbourne Water’s grant contact and assessor for BERG MM. He is approachable and always   

happy to help or give advice and his new role, taking on a greater share of the management and coordination of 

Melbourne Water involvement/matters in the creek, has made life easier for all involved. Melbourne Water has 

become an indispensible partner in the rehabilitation of the Balcombe Creek and its environs. It contributes mainly 

through grants, but provides support for some extra contractor works.   

Phillip Wierzbowski is the Coastcare coordinator for our region. We have been lucky to receive grants relatively 

regularly for the restoration of our narrow and vulnerable strip of foreshore and he has been always ready and will-

ing to help us where and whenever he can. 

Sunshine Reserve Conservation & Fireguard Group. We enjoy a close and cooperative relationship with this hard 

working and dedicated group of Mt Martha volunteers. Although their reserve offers a different local environment 

and ecology, we share a common interest in a very vulnerable coastline, as well as a number of other shared local 

environmental concerns. We jointly run the annual Weedbuster activity outside the local IGA. 

Anne Shaw and Bev Colomb as our local councilors, have always been most supportive, prepared to listen, and 

offer willing assistance wherever possible. We have really appreciated their on-going and enthusiastic interest in 
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BERG MM and consider ourselves lucky to have had such involved and considerate local members. We wish Bev 

good luck in the upcoming council elections and send our best wishes to Anne in her retirement and many thanks 

for her long and tireless involvement in and support of BERG MM.  

David Morris, the State Member for Mornington, is always interested in our activities and issues, and if able, is 

happy to help and support us. He takes a keen interest in BERG MM and very kindly contributes to the printing of 

our information material etc. 

Of course, special thanks to all the BERG MM members and supporters. We couldn’t do a quarter of what we do 

without their support, diverse expertise and enthusiastic involvement.  

And many thanks to Trish Reilly and the Catering Team. The delicious and bountiful morning-teas are the highlight 

of our Sunday working-bees and other designated events.  

 

Liz Barraclough OAM 

Field Officer  

L-R   Bree Iredale (Naturelinks) Liz Barraclough, Barb Thraves, Phillip Gray, Ian Croker, John Inchley, Christo Viljoen, Sue Milton, 

Jenny Selby, Graham HUbbard 
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