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Caring for our local environment

MT MARTHA’S UNDERWATER WORLD WITH SNORKELLER & PHOTOGRAPHER SUE BRABENDER

H
%%
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ow many BERGers and Mt
Martha locals, I wonder, are
aware of the riches just offshore, the
underwater world on our doorstep?
Don mask and snorkel – fins
optional – and slide into the water.
Make the most of our warmer days,
(and warmer water) while it lasts.
There are special things to see:
seahorses and pipefish (many now
with full brooding pouches),
swimming anemones, nudibranchs,
eagle rays and stingrays. Sadly, I have
seen far fewer stingrays this season.
We have so many colourful and
interesting fish, beautiful corals and
ascidians, sponges, plants and
seastars.
Don’t forget our local pod of
Common Dolphins, which includes
some young calves. How lucky we
are to have these usually seafaring
creatures living between Mt Eliza
and McCrae. The Dolphin Research
Institute appreciates being notified
of any sightings using Podwatch,
https://www.dolphinresearch.org.au
/report-sightings-page/. It’s easy to
use and assists in gathering
information on the dolphins’
movements and health.
Balcombe Creek’s health has an
impact on all the creatures that live
beneath the waves. A huge thumbs
up to all for the ongoing works to
keep the creek and estuary healthy.

?-

Moonlighters Tilodon sexfasciatus

These beautiful little fish are found
only on the reefs of Australia’s
southern waters from Wilsons
Promontory and northern Tasmania
to Jurien Bay, WA. Delightfully,
small Moonlighters are known to set
up cleaning stations to remove
parasites from other fish!

Potbelly (or Bigbelly) Seahorse
Hippocampus abdominalis

One of our most enchanting fish!
Related to pipefish and seadragons,
Seahorses can be brown, orange,
white, yellow, grey or even mottled.
At up to 35 cm, this is Australia’s
largest seahorse and one of the
largest in the world.
It swims upright using its dorsal
fin. When not swimming it may coil
its prehensile tail around some
nearby seaweed and vacuum up any
tiny creatures that drift by. They are
voracious feeders! Each eye moves
separately, making it easier for them
to see food and predators

Swimming Anemone

While sometimes found attached to
algae or rocks, Swimming Anemones
can move around, though they don’t
actually swim but mostly roll or
tumble on the tide or wave surges.
By day their tentacles are usually
tucked away (as here). At night they
will move to the tips of plants to
feed. Compared to other anemones,
it they are quite agile predators!

Australian Cushion Star

Seahorse courtship is elaborate. A
female may attract many males. Each
will brighten his pouch and pump it
by inflating it repeatedly to entice her
to lay her eggs in it. If she does, he
fertilizes them and incubates the
embryos until his offspring are born
as larvae some four weeks later. He
will carry between about 300 to 700
eggs per brood, with up to four
broods per season. (Cont next page)

Thank you!
Mt Martha Community Bank
Sponsors of The Creek 2022.
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Hydroids

Smooth Seaweed Crab Naxia aurita

There are some 3,770 species of these invertebrates,
which may be solitary or colonial. Tiny freeswimming larvae settle to form branched colonies of
zooids (hydroid polyps) between 5 and 500 mm
high. Each zooid consists of a tubular body with a
mouth at the end surrounded by tentacles, and they
are joined at the base to a living tube called the
stolon that runs the length of the colony and
probably permits food exchange between
individuals.

Common in southern temperate waters, it will camouflage
itself with seaweed, sponge or bryozoans, attached to
small hooked hairs on its yellow-brown, pear-shaped
carapace. But it leaves its chelipeds (legs with claws) clear.
Southern Biscuit Star Tosia australis

Its upper surface is covered by interlocking small plates,
with six to eight larger plates along the edge of each arm.
It feeds on sea squirts, sponges, bryzoans and algae.

Light-bulb Sea Squirt Clavelina lepadiformis

This entrancing creature is sadly an invasive
species here, a native of the NE Atlantic
Ocean. I have seen it at Blairgowrie, Safety
Beach and Mornington but thankfully only
tiny colonies. It is a colonial sea squirt, with
groups of transparent zooids up to 20 mm
high joined at the base by short stolons. A
white ring around the pharynx (at the top of
each zooid) and pale lines along their length
give the species its ‘light-bulb’ appearance.
Short-tailed cerastoma Ceratosoma brevicaudatum

Up to 15mm long, this is a species of nudibranch – a
large group of soft-bodied, marine gastropod molluscs
that shed their shells after the larval stage and are
known for their often extraordinary colours and
forms.. Nudibranchs are often called sea slugs, but
many of the creatures called ‘sea slugs’ are not
nudibranchs.

Pipefish

Related to seahorses and seadragons, their slender
bodies are covered with rings of bony armour, and
range in length from about 2 to 65 cm, depending on
species. They generally hide and feed among sea grasses,
where they suck small aquatic organisms rapidly into
their mouth. The male carries the fertilized eggs until
they hatch, either stuck to the under-surface of his body,
embedded in a spongy area, or in a brood pouch.
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ESTUARYWATCH
Bruce Ferres reports
ecent dry weather has seen fairly
stable conditions in the estuary,
and the berm at the start of April
was 60 cm higher than the estuary
surface and 120 cm above the low
tide mark. At 18 m wide it is one of
the more significant berm barriers
we have seen in recent times.

R

Burst water main

On Saturday 27th March, BERGer
Henk van Leeuwen posted on the
Mt Martha Community Notebook
Facebook Page two photos of silt
pouring out the Hopetoun Creek
drain and forming a milky plume
down Balcombe Creek. His was one
of a number of reports of heavily
silted water entering the creek via the
Hopetoun Creek drain.
Hopetoun Creek, which BERG MM
looks after further upstream, plunges into a
drain below the Ferrero Ovals, which then
empties into Balcombe Creek.
It turned out to come from a burst
water main near the Hopetoun
Creek footbridge just upstream of
Bay Road. We were relieved it wasn’t
a pollution event, but the silt has
caused a short-term turbidity
problem and is further adding to to
the ever-increasing sediment load in
the estuary. With no rain and little
water movement, the water below
the drain has remained milky into
April.
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CAN YOU HELP?
NEW BERG MM SECRETARY WANTED
Our long-standing Secretary, Di Lewis, is retiring at the next AGM.

Might this be your role?
What’s involved?

 Meeting agendas & minutes
 Book venues for meetings and other functions, organise AGM
 Annual reports to ACNC, Register of Environmental Organisations, &
Consumer Affairs Victoria (if necessary).
 Monitor BERG email account & forward as appropriate
 Monitor BERG phone
 Disseminate information to members
 Maintain records of agendas, minutes, correspondence & other
information
 Signatory to bank accounts
 Member of Public Gift Fund (PGF) Committee
 Maintain calendar of events & contact details of key people, in Google
Drive
 The Secretary is also the Public Officer for the organisation
Time commitment?

 Averages a couple of hours a week.
Want to know more?

Contact Di at secretary@berg.org.au or 0447 160 288.
Managing the sediment load

Yet again there are delays with
sediment management. On 24th
March I met at the estuary with John
Phillips,
newly
appointed
Stormwater Strategy Officer with the
Shire. John has taken over
responsibility for the Long-Term
Sedimentation Manage-ment Plan
and has been in discussion with
Melbourne Water on the estuary and

sedimentation issues.
Work is yet to start on the Henley
Avenue baffle bypass pit due to
spiralling costs, relating to the more
demanding design needed and larger
than expected earthworks to
complete the installation. The Shire
is calling on Melbourne Water to
contribute, while John is reviewing
the cost-effectiveness of the Henley
Avenue project and all other listed
works in the Long-Term Sediment
Management Plan. So no firm
commitment to proceed can be
given at this time. It may turn out
that other sediment mitigation
works in the plan are more costeffective.
The Henley Avenue project was
first approved in 2019 so the sense
of frustration about the lack of
action and progress is palpable. We
will reinvigorate efforts to have the
plan completed and approved by
the Shire as soon as possible so we
all have a clear idea of the way
ahead.
Left: The creek perched above sea level behind
a very high and wide berm in early April
Photo Bruce Ferres
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VALE GEOFF KAYE

he Balcombe Estuary Reserves
owe much to Geoff Kaye, who
died on 9th February.
As a Mt Martha Rotarian and an
architect, Geoff was one of the
prime movers in establishing the first
boardwalk through the reserves,
which the Rotarians started to build
in the 1980s. He produced
architectural drawings on how the
Old
Campground
might
be
transformed, and when BERG was
formed in 1997, Geoff was at the
inaugural meeting – after all, he
would say, the Rotarians ‘didn’t want
greenies bossing us around!’ and
somebody needed to keep an eye on
things. He rapidly found himself on
the new committee, the unofficial
Rotary representative. He handed
over to Andy McGuigan in 2001, but
returned in 2010 for another five
years when Andy retired.
He went to occasional BERG
working bees, but in the early days
his time was taken up with Rotary
working bees to complete the
boardwalk. He was always able to
rustle up some Rotarians to help
with practical tasks, and he was one
of the drivers behind the Centenary
of
Federation
project
that
transformed the entrance to the
reserves.
His wife, Judy, said that ‘Geoff
had so much admiration for BERG.
He never stopped extolling the
wonderful work you are all doing.’
And, she added, ‘the memory of
Geoff’s silly jokes are still strong!’
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THANKS PAT!

ong-standing BERGer Pat Boag,
is
passionate
about
the
environment and the future of what
she describes as ‘this very special
planet’.

BERG MM will be there, on the
Gardens for Wildlife stand.
Photo Liz Barraclough

It is why she has for some years
been one of BERG Mt Martha’s
major donors. Pat gives thousands of
dollars to BERG MM each year
through a monthly donation plus
one-off funding for specific projects.
Pat and husband John were at
BERG’s inaugural meeting in 1997,
they became regulars at Tuesday
working bees, and she was an early
folder and hand-deliverer of the
newsletter!
Her donations have supported
many projects over the years. This
year, she will enable us to
commission a mural to transform the
discarded Army tank by the
boardwalk near Uralla Bridge.

ACTION AT THE
HIGHWAY BRIDGE
ou may have noticed activity
under and around the Nepean
Highway bridge over Balcombe
Creek, which marks the boundary
between our reserves and The Briars.
It is part of a Victorian Government joint venture with technology
vendor Xerox, to monitor remotely
the structural health of high-priority
bridges. Fibre-optic sensors are
being used to detect and predict
structural problems, including those
that do not show up in manual
inspections, so issues can be found
and rectified earlier, and costly
repairs avoided. For more detail, see

Y

futureiot.tech/fibre-optic-sensors-onbridges-across-australias-victoria-state/.

Geoff in action, left to right: with Richard
Hawkins at the first BERG committee
meeting in 1997; wielding a sausage at the
Year of Volunteers barbeque in 2001; and
helping John Inchley erect rabbit-proof fencing

Page 5

THE CREEK Vol 26 No 2, April 2022

VISITING STICKS! by Angela Kirsner

NEW LOOK NOTICE BOARD

Barbara Thraves has come on board
to help Anni Dowd maintain the
BERG MM noticeboard in the Old
Campground.

IT IS EXCELLENT to see a new role for BERG MM caps and work
vests, as Stick Insect habitat! The cap is Eric Smalley’s, photographed
while he was working in the reserves late last year. The back is Tamara
Keyte’s, on the boardwalk in February, snapped by Liz.
Our Phasmid population

Australia has well over 100 species
of Stick Insects identified, and
probably lots more out there.
Together with Leaf Insects, they are
known as Phasmids.
Those in the two photos look to
be the same species, and my
consultant
entomologist,
Ian
Endersby, while not a Phasmid
specialist, points out that it has short
antennae and no wings, so is
probably in the Pachymorphinae
family. But he’s unable to find it in
his references, and thinks it is
probably one with no scientific name
yet, let alone a common one.
Masters of disguise

Phasmids look just like the twigs and
leaves of plants they live on (often
Eucalypts). They can change colour
to match their surroundings. By day
these nocturnal insects stay still and
if disturbed, may sway gently like
leaves or twigs in the breeze. Or they
may drop to the ground, pull their
legs to their body and stay dead still
– just a stick on the ground. Some
species will shed a leg if attacked,
growing it back over time.
When they fly, however, some
reveal brightly coloured underwings,
and some, when very annoyed, will
throw open their wings to show the
bright colour underneath, vibrate
noisily and curve angrily toward the
attacker.

We also know that Stick Insects
are the world’s longest insects by far,
with several species up to half a
metre or more
They are leaf eaters, though a few
are known to eat grasses, and
occasionally some species may
increase to huge populations that can
defoliate entire stands of trees.

The noticeboard currently features
two of Barb’s paintings (see her
Banksia below). Both are for sale.
Price – a donation to BERG Mt
Martha! Contact Barb on 0417 446
025 if you are interested.

Making more Stick Insects

Females can produce eggs without a
male (parthenogenesis) but their
unfertilised eggs hatch only into
females. Eggs fertilised by males
hatch into both males and females.
A female can lay thousands of eggs
in her lifetime. Some species will
flick each egg with their abdomen to
the forest floor; others stick their
eggs to the underside of leaves.
The eggs may take weeks or many
months to hatch depending on the
conditions. The nymphs look like
small adults without wings, and they
mature over weeks or months,
moulting several times on the way.
Phasmid eggs are much sought
after by ants. The eggs of many
species have a knob that the ants
feed on after carrying them
underground, and here the eggs are
protected from parasites and
predators till they hatch.
BERG Mt Martha welcomes new
members Robyn Wiltshire & family,
Bruce Chandler & family, Amy
McKimm

NEW FACES,
NEW ROLES
Cheryl Wilkinson has taken over
from Jan Jones as our Membership
Secretary, though Jan remains on
board to help as needed.
Franc Amendola is our new
Waterwatch coordinator. Sue Milton
is delighted to hand over to someone
younger and with considerable
expertise, but she will continue to
help with the program.
Sean Callander has answered a
Facebook call to help Richard
Kirsner maintain and develop the
BERG MM website. A local who
loves the boardwalk, Sean has a
strong background in IT, website
design, data management and
communications.
And
he’s
impressed by our website!
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THANKS TO OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS

























Bell’s Meats
Bendigo Bank Mount Martha
Bonaccorde
Boomerang Bags Mt Martha
Bunnings Mornington
Complete Colour
Complete Step – Podiatry & Footwear
Specialists
Danckert Real Estate
Etch Sparkling
Master Movers
Mornington Peninsula Gardening
Mount Martha Chiropractic & Sports
Injury Clinic
Mount Martha Veterinary Clinic
Mount Martha Village Clinic
Mount Martha Yacht Club
Mr Curtis Wine Bar
Proscape Landscaping
Ritchies IGA
Roberts Beckwith Partners
Rotary Club of Mount Martha
Sea Side Shacks
Terry Bateman Pharmacy
Volpino
Warlimont & Nutt Pty Ltd

HOPETOUN FAUNA
SURVEY

M

alcolm Legg’s report on his
vertebrate fauna survey of the
Hopetoun reserves is now complete
and delivered. The 12-month survey
commissioned by BERG Mt Martha
covered the two reserves along
Hopetoun Creek above Uralla Road:
Hopetoun Reserve and, further
upstream,
Hopetoun-Norfolk
reserve, home to the endangered
Mount Martha Bundy which occurs
only in these reserves and close by.
Findings

Eighty species of native fauna were
identified: two fish species, five
amphibians, nine reptiles (a tortoise,
six lizards, two snakes), 43 birds and
13 mammals.
There were also eight introduced
species: four birds and four
mammals.

FEATURING

MASTER MOVERS
▪ A third generation local removals company,

open 7 days a week.
▪ Paul de Bruin & his team focus on quality &
efficiency to provide the service each customer
deserves where others have failed to deliver.
▪Master Movers manage local, country &
interstate moves, providing the right truck for each job.
▪They offer pre-packing & storage, plus specialist removals such
as grand pianos, balcony drops, antique furniture & pool tables.

Significant species

Among the 80 species were three of
State Significance: Southern Toadlet,
Common Long-necked Tortoise,
and Koala. Eleven species are of
Regional Significance and two of
High Local Significance.
Furthermore, Legg concludes that
‘Due to large population and habitat
losses across the Mornington
Peninsula, the remaining native
fauna recorded within the reserves
can be considered to be of Local
Significance.’
Conclusion and recommendations

Legg found that ‘The reserves
contain a medium range of terrestrial
and arboreal habitats across a range
of EVCs that are assessed as
endangered within the bio-region.
They support significant indigenous
fauna species listed under State
biodiversity acts.’
‘Collectively,’ he argues, the
reserves are of State Significance and

their continued protection should
accordingly be of high priority.
Recommendations to help protect
and maintain the reserves’ diverse
habitats and fauna species are:
 Habitat protection: Maintain and
increase crucial indigenous habitats
and continue to remove habitatchanging weeds.
 Woodland habitat: Continue to
restore the woodlands and scrub
by weeding and planting.
 Nesting boxes: Install nesting
boxes for key species and place
more habitat logs throughout.
 Pest animal control: Coordinated
programs to control foxes, cats,
mynas and rodents.
 Environmental monitoring: to
capture changes to species
diversity and abundance in
response to variable seasonal
conditions.
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FIELD NEWS
Field Officer Liz Barraclough
reports
t still seems a novelty! – regular
working bees with no Covid
hiccups (other than a week out for
your Field Officer, isolating after
contact via the grandchildren).

I

Weekly Fridays in the field

Once again, we’ve achieved lots.
First, follow-up weeding of
Cabbage Thistles and grasses
around the drainage pipe outlet
below Uralla Bridge. The
Tradescantia,
once
almost
removed in this area, is rampant
again; we need to rethink how we
control this tenacious weed.
We’ve worked at the Old Quarry, a
favourite haunt, weeding, removing
old plant guards, and eradicating a
large, mature Gorse before it seeded.
On Hopetoun Creek below
Balcombe Preschool we waged war
on the remaining Forget-me-nots,
thistles, Nasturtiums and sundry
scramblers and woody weeds.
In the bushland below Henley
Avenue we cleared out heaps of
Polygala seedlings – an ongoing but
satisfying task among the Melaleucas.
We weeded on the north bank
near Uralla Bridge: Buttercup, the
odd thistle, Winter Cherry and grassy
weeds around Maidenhair Fern. And
we removed grassy, woody and
scrambling weeds around the Bird
Hide and nearby Melaleuca swamp.
Sundays – once a month

Great turnouts so far this year, with
11 or 12 people each month. In
February we tackled woody weeds
and scramblers below Victoria Cres
and along the easement to the
Esplanade, plus all the rubbish that
that collects along the estuary’s edge.
In March we worked on the
eastern bank of Hopetoun Creek
below Kotor Place. We weeded this
area years ago then neglected it, and
Rambling Dock and Cape Ivy had
again
smothered
trees
and
understorey alike. We pulled them
down into heaps clear of any
indigenous vegetation, but with their
roots still in the ground, so
Naturelinks can spray them safely.

The Sunday crew pulling down swathes of smothering Rambling Dock along the north bank of
Hopetoun Creek, below Kotor Place Photo Angela Kirsner

Interested Magpies watched us
carefully and one helped itself,
through the wrapping, to a little of
the excellent banana loaf Roo
Rawlins had provided for morning
tea! Plenty left for us, though.
Thanks Roo!
The morning’s work was BERG MM’s
contribution to our Melbourne Water
Liveable Waterways Liveable
Communities Grant
April saw another dozen of us
weeding along the Maude St nature
strip opposite the reserve, to prevent
seeding into the reserve.

O

wonderful to find occupants in some
boxes: Sugar Gliders and a Ringtailed Possum.

ANYONE HOME?

n 8th April the Friday groupers
learnt much about our nesting
box program in a workshop with
Anthony Fennel, assisted by Pia
Spreen, both of Naturelinks.
Anthony is in charge of monitoring
the boxes in our reserves and a
number of others, and the workshop
attracted a number of people from
beyond the Friday group, and
beyond BERG.
Anthony discussed the pressing
need for nesting boxes to
supplement the small number of
natural hollows left on the Peninsula.
He talked about problems with
insulation and thermal control,
different box designs, how to attach
them to trees (drilling into trees
versus a wire and piece of hose). We
also heard more about the alternative
of chainsaw hollows, and where and
when these are possible.
We learnt how to use the pole
camera to take photos and videos of
box occupants. And it was

Above: Anthony Fennel watching Pia Spreen
with pole camera, monitoring a nest box in the
Old Campground Photo Liz Barraclough

Taken with the pole camera, in the nest boxes:
Above, Ringtail Possums;
Below, Sugar Gliders
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CLEANING UP AUSTRALIA

t Martha boasted four sites registered for Clean
Up Australia Day, 6th March: Balcombe Estuary
Reserves, the coastal strip, Birdrock Avenue and
surrounds, and Sunshine Reserve and coastal area.

A whopping 56
volunteers turned
up at the BERG
MM
registration
table to clean up the
Reserves, surrounding bushland streets,
and the shopping
centre.
Left: Helen Smalley, Lynette

Dell, Barb Thraves & Eric
Smalley survey some of the day’s
takings

Right: Monti, Amanda &
Jemima Thatcher took to their
bikes to collect rubbish
Photos Liz Barraclough

Come along to our

Join us at

Bushland Activities
2nd Sunday of the month: between 9am & noon.
Details emailed a few days ahead, or call Liz
Barraclough 0408 388 430.
 Coast Group: fortnightly on Wednesdays,
between 9am & noon. Call Suzanne Ryan 0418 387
604 for details. Details emailed a few days ahead.
Friday Group: weekly between 9.30am & noon.
Call Liz Barraclough 0408 388 430. Details emailed
a few days ahead.

Waterwatch & EstuaryWatch
First Sunday of each month:
Waterwatch testing: meet
9.15am at Uralla Rd bridge.
Enquiries to Franc Amendola
0433 626 007.
EstuaryWatch testing: meet
9.00am at the Rotunda. Enquiries
to Bruce Ferres 0435 389 804.

Other Local Groups
BirdLife Mornington Peninsula
bird-watching 2nd Wednesday and 3rd
Sunday. Enquiries to Max Burrows
mornington@birdlife.org.au, 0429
947 893, or visit
www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlif
e-mornington-peninsula.
Sunshine Reserve working bee
9.30am, last Sunday of month. Call
Pia Spreen 0437 299 847.
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